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In recent years, the soundtrack to coastal lifethlesn on many forms. From the laid-
back island folk of Jack Johnson to the reggaesediyounk rock of Sublime, beach-
inspired music has gone in vastly different direcsi

In comes Bag of Toys, an acoustic surf-rock baachfNorthern California that has
emerged on the music scene with a completely aiginfectious sound that is drenched
in the sun and sand.

The foundation all began when lead vocalist Robait began writing songs at the age
of fourteen. The Pacific Ocean lured him out to Beancisco, and in late 2003, he found
musical support in the melodic guitar playing ohtéanember Steve Cowgill. Seeking to
fill out the sound, the duo perused the interneafohythm section and found the perfect
fit with Joe Schewe holding a bass and Robert &tdihind a drum set. The foursome
spent the summer of 2004 in Tait's apartment mgltlia early creations into the
addicting sound that has become known as Bag af.Toy

In 2006, the group released their full-length deddbim, “Nooner” and quickly
propelled to the top of the rankings for unsignedustic artists on Myspace.com.
Mastered by Dave Collins (Jack Johnson, No Doubh Barper), the CD was sold in all
50 states as well as over 20 different countridesa than one year from its release. In
2007, "Share," one of the band's original songs fftNooner,” was prominently featured
on both a national television commercial for theidsoft Zune media player and San
Francisco's KFOG Local Scene (Vol. 4) radio statompilation.



Starting out with a few appearances at a local epemnshowcase, Bag of Toys has
quickly risen up the San Francisco venue circuiebtertaining the masses at venues
such as The Independent and Slim's while shariagtdge with popular acts such as
Pato Banton, Sean Kingston, John Cruz, Fishbone EKpendables, and the B
Foundation.

Bag of Toys released their second full-length allantitled “Afternooner” in July 2008.
The album was recorded at Gadgetbox Studios inaSamniz, produced by Andy Zenczak
(Gadgetbox Studios), mastered by John Cunibertv¢Ddatthews, The Grateful Dead,
Aerosmith), and features 13 contagious tracks whattonly have the signature sound
that made their debut album popular, but also po@ate some new elements such as
funk, country, and Latin rhythms. Since its regasongs from “Afternooner” have been
licensed online to ReelComp.com, Fox’s hit TV sefidones” and to the upcoming
Universal film “Beethoven: The Reel Movie.”

Undeniably, Bag of Toys has invented a sound all tbwn. Featuring two acoustic
guitars, the music offers a relaxed vibe suppoloied catchy groove and rock-oriented
rhythm section. So sit back, grab a beer, and e@eymaginary sand in between your
toes because Bag of Toys will take you away toteebelace with what the band
jokingly refers to as “acoustic surf-rock that doesuck.

ROBERT TAIT, LEAD VOCALS and
RHYTHM GUITAR

“I think it is important to live life and not sit
around waiting for things to happen to you.”

Lead singer, songwriter, and guitarist, Robert, Tait
was born and raised in the far west suburb of
Chicago called Batavia. Although he was born with
natural talent, Tait was not raised to be a musjcia
it was his love of music and lyrics which led him t
where he is today. As a small child he would sing
along to the radio, but he never knew what the
artists were really singing. Like the natural that
¢ is, he would create his own lyrics, mumbling along
to the songs, and creating his own music to the
® | melodies.

When Tait entered Jr. High, he was in awe of a
friend's brother who had learned to play a handfidendrix tunes on his electric guitar.
It wasn't long before he coaxed his parents toebpsir of electric guitars and amps for
himself and his brother. Learning the guitar cavehigs ups and downs, but Tait soon
discovered that by cranking up the distortion, tield make anything sound cool. This



little trick helped keep his interest through mal practice sessions until he learned
enough to create his own original songs.

Throughout his early years, The Beatles becambigpggest influence as he analyzed their
catchy songs while being inspired by their seenyiegidless creativity. By the time he
graduated from high school, Robert had written wedr 100 songs. He continued to
write music while he attended Northern lllinois Ueisity. After graduating, Tait moved
to San Francisco, where he fell in love with sugfand started to seriously pursue his
music career.

As the primary songwriter for the group, Tait's métcus is to create catchy, original,
vocal melody lines. Once that is in place the fgmaht becomes inventing solid lyrics.
Some of his songs are story-based, some tell dittilepets of life, but his main topic is
simply centered on doing what you can to reallpgtife. He says, “As far as | know,
you only get one shot at life, and nobody's getéing younger. The clock is constantly
ticking, so you might as well enjoy the ride andegyour dreams a shot.”

Tait's acoustic, earthy tones and solid rhythmslgven Bag of Toys their signature
sound. “l think we are doing something that cowddily fit in with the 'Jack Johnson'
sound or the 'Sublime’ sound, but if you listethgam, we don't really sound like either.
We're basically happy music, with a positive messag

STEVE COWGILL, GUITAR

“| started playing air guitar when | was six years|
old- then | started playing the real guitar my
freshman year of high school.”

Years ago, long before playing lead guitar in Sa
Francisco's acoustic beach rock band Bag of To
Steve Cowgill was a child living in Los Angeles
and mastering his air guitar abilities. Born in &9
in Santa Monica, California, Cowgill grew up in
Southern California until he was ten years old.

family then moved to Orinda, a city in the suburlf
of San Francisco. Growing up in the Bay Area,
Cowgill never received any formal training in ~ §
music, however, he always knew that he loved | ’
music and wanted to play the guitar. ‘

" ;.-" <

As a freshman at Miramonte high school, he
picked up his first real guitar and started to dbuil
the musical foundation that would eventually inflae the sound of his band, Bag of
Toys. Cowgill went on to attend California Stateiémsity Chico — where he continued
to work on his music. Some of his greatest musifalences include: The Beatles, Led
Zeppelin, The Who, Stevie Ray Vaughan, B. B. Kiagh Marley, Sublime, Dave



Matthews, Jack Johnson, The Shins, Slightly Stqad Tom Petty. After college,
Cowgill moved to San Francisco, where he met Robaittand co-founded the band that
would eventually become Bag of Toys.

Now, with the new album “Afternooner” on the briokrelease, Cowgill describes the
sound as 'good time' music. “l want this to bealmim that people throw on the stereo
during their backyard keg parties and BBQs.” Hanxcote many of the songs on
"Afternoon" and sings lead vocals on one track alled “She Said.” Of the track he
shares, "The song is about a girl. Most of thecs/tiwrite end up being about
relationships, which is actually pretty frustratingcause | would like to move away from
that topic, but | always seem to naturally movéhat direction.”

Cowgill says that his favorite part about beind@eg of Toys is simply hanging out with
the guys from the band. “I love to write music drolve performing, but all of my

favorite moments have taken place offstage wherewgst hanging out having beers and
cracking each other up.”

A self-proclaimed “tiger in the sack,” Cowgill salie says he got to where he is today
“through a combination of luck, work, and blindlymbling through life with no real
plan.” In a year, Cowgill hopes Bag of Toys will be a national tour promoting
“Afternooner” supporting a well-known artist likack Johnson, Ben Harper, or
Slightly Stoopid.

JOE SCHEWE, BASS

“The absolute biggest source
of enjoyment for me is
playing my instrument and
entertaining people.”

Bassist Joe Schewe describes
himself the same way he
describes his style of music:
gangly and non-abrasive.

Born in Detroit, Michigan,
Schewe grew up in a suburb
outside of the city and had a typical suburbanliked going to school, playing, and
coming home when the street lights turned on. Akilal, Schewe's parents encouraged
him to play the piano but discouraged him to likesio by keeping the radio tuned to
light rock such as Billy Ocean and Christopher Grds a teenager, he got his own
radio, tuned into the rock stations, and begaake & first-hand interest in music. While
his friends picked up the guitar and drums, Joesehbe role of bass player because, not
only was it the most widely neglected instrument, ltee fit the stereotypical bassist
mold; tall, goofy, and seemingly reserved. Aftgtimg the first low note, he knew
immediately that it was a perfect match.




Early on, Schewe was heavily influenced by classik, Motown, and the sounds of the
early 90's such as Red Hot Chili Peppers, PhistvaNa, and 311. He looks back saying,
"Early on, | spend a lot of time sitting in my roguast listening to music and learning to
play different songs and styles. That helped aliahnothing beats playing with a

band". Since high school, he has played with avéozen different groups ranging from
punk, to southern rock, to top-40, to funk, to mpiblues, big-band swing ensemble.

While playing bass, Schewe attended Michigan Siatgersity and earned a Bachelor of
Science in Packaging. After graduation, he movethfDetroit to Atlanta, and then on

to San Francisco, where he currently resides. tighadter arriving in the Bay Area,
Schewe immediately searched for a new project st % the place where great bands
are often started...Craigslist. After a few attempesfound a posting by Robert Tait, the
lead singer for Bag of Toys. "Luckily, Tait onlyéd a block and a half away, so it really
left no excuse for me not to audition. We have h@aging together ever since. |

imagine | probably wouldn't be here today if he hegd more than five blocks away, the
hills in San Francisco are steep!"

Schewe describes Bag of Toys as smile-inducing stimosurf-rock with a touch of
reggae. He says, "It is like the feeling you gghtiafter you sneeze, or like napping on a
hammock made of hugs. We like to play fun musi¢ yloa can have a good time to.
That is what we are all about."”

ROBERT STADLER, DRUMS

less is more, and that ultimately playing good
guality tunes that people can sing and dance to
much more gratifying than playing more
technically challenging music, which is what |
did for years.”

Robert Stadler is not just a self- proclaimed bang
geek. Born in Los Gatos, California, and raised |
San Jose, Robert discovered his talent with mus
at a very young age. Since his mother was a

classically-trained pianist, she noticed her son’s
ability to recognize rhythm and melody early on
when he was a child. He was a bit rambunctious
most little boys are, however when he would sla
hit, or punch random obijects, it was always in

perfect time to whatever music was playing on t
stereo. At five years old, he received his first to
drum, with “Monster” fromThe Muppet®n the head.



Drums quickly became a passion for Robert, as dgepl for hours while listening to Led
Zeppelin records. In"5grade, Robert joined the school band and quickégked, and

in middle school became thé& thair percussionist. Unfortunately his high schdidh’t
offer a music program, so Robert decided it wag timstart playing the drums in rock
bands instead.

Growing up, Robert’s biggest influences had beea Beatles, The Jackson 5, and early
80’s bands like Duran Duran and the Police, howemwdnigh school he was reborn and
discovered classic rock — Led Zeppelin, Pink Flajichi Hendrix, and The Grateful
Dead. Bob Marley also became a big influence oneRplnd his drummer, Carlton
Barrett, along with John Bonham, became Robergsigst inspirations. After high
school, Robert auditioned for, and won, a scholprahBlue Bear School of Music in
San Francisco, where he went to study percussidivaral courses. Soon after, Robert
settled down at the University of California Sa@taiz. He devoted his last semester of
college to his music, taking nearly all music c@stswvhile playing in the university’s
jazz band.

After college, Robert landed in San Francisco, wher joined the band Bag of Toys.
His background in jazz and his love for rock musicught much to the table for the
acoustic, beach-rock band. Robert says, “Afteriptagrums for 20 years you learn that
less is more, and that ultimately playing good dalines that people can sing and
dance to is much more gratifying than playing mechnically challenging music, which
is what | did for years.”

Robert describes Bag of Toys’ sound as an inteigestiand of acoustic rock with some
reggae, island, and pop sounds. When describgigriaw album, Robert says, “Nooner
was fairly minimalist with a guitar or two and ggesimple bass and drum lines but with
very catchy melodic hooks. The new album will haegs, percussion, more guitar
layering, and even a trumpet on a tune. The safdler and more mature on our new
album. Most of our songs are about the beach, h@szkbabes, and taking life by the
balls to do what you love.”
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Bag of Toys is signed to Handcuts Records in Japan.

The band's MySpace page is one of the most popmiang independent bands in
the world:_http://www.myspace.com/bagoftoysmusic

Bag of Toys will be impacting national radio in &u2008.

Bag of Toys has opened for heavy hitting artists Pato Banton, Sean Kingston,
John Cruz, Fishbone, and the Expendables.

Bag of Toys frequently performs at popular live mug&nues in San Francisco
such as Slim's, the Independent and Red Devil Leunbe band has also played
at numerous venues throughout Northern and Sou@alifornia.

Fan reviews of the “Nooner” can be found at httol#aby.com/cd/bagoftoyend
on our_iTunes page

Bag of Toys played the Mavericks Big Wave surf eshiwith the Mermen in
2005 and 2006.

Nearly half of the songs from “Nooner” have beeleced to appear in surf
videos posted on Surfline.com along with of slewfisg DVDs. Including Jack
McCoy's famous “Occumentary” on the life of Ausimalsurfing legend Mark
Occhilupo.




PRESS

ThisisModern.net

The palm trees on the front cover of the album gaalt Bag Of Toys displays a chilled
out, laid back sound on their debut album, showaaghe simple nature of acoustic
groove, transporting you right to the beach. Yon eavision yourself listening to each
song sitting around a campfire on the beach...

TheOwlMag.com

Anything that takes me away from the routine ofydde, like say, a quick game of ping

pong, a bite of a Twix bar or a successful deudhénboys' room is fine by me and Bag
of Toys' first full-length offering is a quick geiay.
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